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Introduction 

Background 

This report summarises the findings of the Community Views Survey, conducted as part of 

conducted as part of the Community Action Plan (CAP) engagement process.  The survey ran 

from the end of May until the end of July 2021.  

Several other methods of engagement were also utilised, including: 

• LoveAlyth Community Event 

• Young People’s Survey (12-17 years old) 

• Children’s Survey  

• Pop-up Stalls 

• Travelling Tea Party 

• Focus Groups 

• Stakeholder Interviews 

• Social Media Engagement  

• Visitor Survey 

All of the above methods of engagement will inform Alyth’s Community Action Plan, 2021-

2026. 

Survey Organisation  

The Survey Form was designed by STAR Development Group.  Alterations were confirmed 

by the CAP Steering Group.  The Survey was carried out via several different platforms: 

physical copies of the survey were delivered to every household in Alyth inside the Alyth 

Voice; the survey was also available online via SurveyMonkey; to improve accessibility and 

increase engagement, Pop-up Stalls and our Travelling Tea Party also had copies of the 

survey available, enabling the survey to be be carried out in person.  This made the survey 

more accessible to people who have reading and writing difficulties.  
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Survey Response 

A total of 229 Community Views Surveys were completed.  156 of these were returned on 

Survey Monkey and 73 physical copies were turned in.  The bar chart below shows the age 

breakdown of respondents: 

 

Primary School Survey and Young People’s Survey 

A Primary School Survey and Young People’s Survey were also conducted as part of our 

engagement process.  These encompassed the views from children as young as four years 

old, to young adults aged 17.  There are additional reports which summarise these findings. 
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What We Like About Alyth  

The table below represents the percentages of the total responses regarding what the 

community likes about Alyth. 

Community 38.30% 

Locality and connectivity 19.10% 

Local economy 13.20% 

Appearance 13.10% 

Recreation 12% 

Services 3% 

Roads and parking 1.30% 

 

 

 

Community  

Over one third of survey respondents highlighted that they liked the sense of community 

here in Alyth.  In particular, community spirit, friendliness and the role of community groups 

were most prominent.  This was broken down into subcategories as shown in the table 

below. 

Community spirit 17.70% 

Friendly people 10.60% 

People volunteering 2.40% 

Community groups 1.80% 

Alyth in Bloom 1.30% 

Thrifty One 1.10% 

Alyth Voice 1.10% 

AYP 0.70% 

Game Square 0.40% 

Food For Thought 0.40% 
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ADT 0.20% 

ACSG 0.20% 

Eco Kids 0.20% 

Volunteer Fire Service 0.20% 

 

 

Quotes 

“How friendly the community is, and how involved everyone is.” 

“How friendly it is and such great community spirit.  Alyth in Bloom have done an amazing 

job for the town.” 

“Such a friendly community-oriented village.  I’m born and bred and love Alyth.” 

“The community spirit.  People are always willing to help one another out.  Unlike similar 

sized towns we still have a lot of small independent shops.  Alyth in Bloom have also made 

sterling efforts to brighten up our town.” 

“Welcoming, community-minded, historic, with enough innovative and creative people with 

‘can-do' attitudes to make me feel we can find a way through the turbulent times we face 

and come out the other side stronger, more resilient.” 

 

Locality and Connectivity 

Just under one fifth of responses emphasised that they liked both the location as a whole 

and its general connectivity.  This was broken down into the categories in the table below. 

Proximity to countryside 4.70% 

Size 4.70% 

Nice location 2.60% 

Close to other towns/cities 2.20% 

Quiet 2.20% 

Good public transport 1.60% 
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Safe 0.70% 

Commuter town 0.20% 

Nice place to live 0.20% 

 

 

Quotes 

“its proximity to the countryside for walking.” 

“It's within commuting distance of Dundee and Perth, and has Blairgowrie nearby for bigger 

shops and high school - connected by regular bus.” 

“Location.  Well-placed to travel to key destinations.  Dundee, Perth, Dunkeld, Pitlochry etc.” 

“It's a safe place to live... there's not much 'crime' and people are friendly.” 

“Alyth is a quiet location with good access to rural and woodland areas.” 

 

Local Economy 

It was also highlighted that the local shops, cafes, restaurants and take-aways are well-loved 

by the people of Alyth. 

Shops/amenities 10.60% 

Cafes/restaurants 1.50% 

Takeaways 1.10% 

 

 

Quotes 

“It has all the essential amenities - shop, post office, cash machine, cafes, pubs, doctors, 

pharmacy, primary school, Chippy!” 

“I like the selection of shops and the friendly, caring people.” 

“Enjoy going to Thrifty One, Scotmid, Ms Ferguson, Sims, Lunans, Barony Café.” 
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“Friendly great co-op, butchers, cycle shop and chippy.” 

 

Appearance 

The survey also emphasised how much the community loves the beauty of our town.  The 

natural environment, such as the Den and Alyth Hill, was of particular note. The subcategory 

breakdown is as follows: 

Natural environment 6.70% 

Scenery 2.60% 

Green space 1.10% 

The Square 1.10% 

Flowers 0.90% 

Christmas Lights 0.70% 

 

 

Quotes 

“The town is surrounded by attractive countryside and particular scenic areas such as the 

Alyth Den and Hill of Alyth.” 

“It's a beautiful wee town, what more needs said.” 

“The centre is pretty with the burn running through and the huge effort made to pot up 

basket and tubs of flowers.” 

“The burn - always something of interest going on.  Wildlife in summer and Christmas lights 

in winter.” 

 

Recreation 

Over 10% of the community indicated that one of the best things about Alyth is the variety 

of recreational activities that the town has to offer. 
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Walking routes 5.60% 

Bike trails 1.80% 

Local activities 1.60% 

Parks 1.60% 

Kids’ activities 0.40% 

Outdoor sports 0.40% 

Heritage 0.40% 

Golf course 0.20% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Beautiful surroundings, lovely for walking.” 

“How much outdoor recreation is right on our doorstep - walking, cycling (road & trail), 

outdoor swimming, climbing.” 

“I think one of the main benefits to Alyth is the location, and proximity to beautiful 

countryside enabling mountain biking, cycling, walking etc from your doorstep.” 

“Good friendly community, walks, activities throughout the year.” 

“Community spirit. So many not-for-profit organisations running activities.” 

 

Services 

Although not as widely commented on as the aforementioned categories, services in Alyth 

were also noted in a positive light.  

Health Centre 1.60% 

Museum 0.50% 

School 0.50% 

Library 0.40% 
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Quotes 

“Excellent health centre.” 

“A lovely museum and historic places to visit.” 

“It’s nice.  It has a really nice school and a good place to live in.” 

 

Roads and Parking 

Some residents also noted that they appreciated that the town does not have a lot of traffic 

and has free parking.  

Not much traffic 0.70% 

Free parking 0.40% 

20mph speed limit 0.20% 

 

 

Quotes 

“It isn't on a through-road so not much traffic.” 

“There is very little traffic and no real parking problems.” 
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Likes to Dislikes Ratio 
 

Question 2 of the Community Views Survey asked the community what they disliked about 

Alyth.2 The table below gives the percentage breakdown of comments by subtheme. 

 

Subtheme Likes % Dislikes % 

Community Spirit 47.16 6.11 

Activities; groups; events 4.37 11.79 

Derelict Land 0.44 5.68 

Roads and Parking 3.93 25.33 

Street Furniture and Appearance 11.79 22.27 

Recreational Spaces and Facilities 13.97 2.62 

Skatepark 0 2.18 

Museums 1.31 0 

Playparks for Children 2.62 2.62 

Local Economy and Employment 21.83 12.23 

Tourism and Activities 0.87 3.49 

Biodiversity and Wildlife 30.13 1.75 

Flooding 0 5.68 

Becoming a Greener Community 3.49 1.75 

Council and Government Services 10.48 7.86 

Accessibility Within the Town 0 1.75 

 
The table demonstrates that the community has a positive outlook regarding issues such as 

community spirit, the local economy, biodiversity and wildlife and becoming a greener 

community. However, it also highlights the areas which need to be improved. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 See Appendix 1 For Full Detail 



Alyth Community Action Plan  Community Views Survey 

13 

 
What Would Make Alyth a Better Place to Live/Work/Visit? 

The responses in this section are broken down into their relevant themes and sub-themes 

for the purpose of identifying potential projects for the town.  As such, percentages will not 

equal 100%. 

Themes Percentages 

Built Environment 41.49% 

Parks, Recreation and Heritage 29.26% 

Community and the Culture of Alyth 34.5% 

Nature and Environment 13.53% 

Local Economy and Tourism 47.6% 

Services and Accessibility 20.96% 

 

 

 

Built Environment 

Over 40% of responses identified the Built Environment of Alyth as being something which 

could be improved to make Alyth a better place to live, work and visit.  This included making 

improvements to the appearance of the town, traffic management suggestions and the 

repurposing of derelict sites.  Comments have been broken down into the following sub-

themes: 

Street Furniture/Appearance 20.09% 

Roads and Parking 19.65% 

Derelict Land 1.7% 
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Quotes 

“More shelter when it rains.” 

“Having a focal point . The square, although improved, is still just a car park.” 

“Possible one-way system as traffic increases, especially with new housing developments.” 

“The entire town should be subject to a 20mph speed limit, with enforcement action.” 

“Turning the abandoned buildings/space at the old sawmill into something useful, like a 

shopping outlet or gym, pool, or outdoor activity centre in keeping with the den.” 

“A craft "venue" that attracts people to come visit the town. Possibly at the old Saw Mill” 

 

Parks, Recreation & Heritage 

Almost 30% of responses identified that improving what we have to offer in terms of Parks, 

Recreation & Heritage could make Alyth a better place for the community and visitors.  It 

was of particular emphasis that Alyth needs to have better facilities and playpark equipment 

for young people.  The need for the town to have its own skatepark was also highlighted.  

Finally, it was also indicated that the museum should be reopened.  The comments have 

been broken down into the following sub-themes. 

Recreational Spaces/Facilities 16.16% 

Playparks for Children 7.42% 

Skatepark 4.37% 

Museum 1.31% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Improved and modernised parks with better equipment and facilities for young kids and 

teenagers.” 

“Build a covered all-weather space for public gatherings so they can take place outdoors. 
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(e.g. tea afternoons for elderly, sing-songs, family quizzes etc). 2) Produce up-to-date leaflets 

about the walks in and around Alyth.  Reopen the Arches and the museum.” 

“Better parks with equipment for all ages.” 

“Skatepark would help attract new families to the new houses that are being built and give 

all the kids on scooters and bmx that hang about town on the pavements and roads 

somewhere to go where they are not in the way of cars or pedestrians.” 

“Promoting car-free leisure (as the Cateran Ecomuseum is doing).” 

 

Community & Culture of Alyth 

Over one third of responses highlighted that there are things which the community as a 

whole can be doing in order to make the town a better place for those who live, work or 

visit here.  In particular, it was noted that community events should come back to the town, 

that there need to be more resources for young people in the community and that existing 

groups should work together in order to facilitate improvements which are in the best 

interest of the town.  This was broken down into the following sub-themes. 

Activities; Groups; Events 22.71% 

Community Spirit 11.79% 

 

 

Quotes 

“It would be great to have some events again like Jam in the Den or Jazz on the Burn.”  

“More indoor activities aimed at teens/young adults.” 

“Alyth has so many organisations and groups.  A larger and more dominant information 

post/board would be great!” 

“Community groups working well together to achieve shared aims and objectives for 

everyone in Alyth.” 

“Junior community council.” 

“Community support workers dedicated just to Alyth to help people access the countryside, 
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grow food, understand and appreciate our link to nature and support wellbeing and physical 

and mental health.” 

 

Nature & Environment 

Nature & Environment is an important theme which has come out of the survey 

engagement.  Suggested ideas would help protect the environment and the natural areas 

around us.  This is broken down in to the following sub-themes. 

Biodiversity and Wildlife 10.04% 

Becoming a Greener Community 3.49% 

Flooding 2.18% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Put a large pond in the green on the Meigle road. It’s always boggy so the water would 

have somewhere to go.  Ducks and swans, wildlife would use.” 

“More tree-planting and enhancement of Alyth Hill and the Den.” 

“The recycling bins at Mill Street should be emptied much more regularly.” 

“Our own ‘race-to-zero’ strategy with identified projects and programmes that help us all 

transition to more sustainable ways of living.” 

“Greater resilience to climate change - reduce the risk of flooding events or the impact of 

flooding events on the town.” 

 

Local Economy & Tourism 

Over 45% of responses indicated that improvements need to be made regarding the local 

economy and tourism in order to make Alyth a better place for residents and visitors.  These 

are broken down into the following sub-themes: 
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Local Economy and Employment  31.88% 

Tourism Activities 15.72% 

 

 

Quotes 

“More independent shops/businesses for locals to use & create employment.” 

“Regular farmers markets and car-boot sales.” 

“A focus on encouraging craft, small businesses.  Alyth is too small to attract large 

companies.  Develop craft skills.  To be recognised as centre of expertise.” 

“Opening a variety of shops e.g. baker, fish/deli, wool/haberdashery/clothes, shoes etc to 

encourage people to buy locally.” 

“A hub offering tourist information to visitors in the town.” 

“Attract the cycling community!!!  They love coffee and cake.  We have some of the best 

training ground around here with a fantastic mix of inclines, declines and flat routes.” 

“Alyth needs more quality accommodation for visitors.  More businesses would be welcome 

to further consolidate the town as a ‘destination’.” 

 

Services & Accessibility 

The sixth identified theme is Services & Accessibility. This refers to Council and Government 

Services which can improve the town.  Additionally, ideas have been suggested which could 

make Alyth a more accessible location for those who have mobility issues or parents/carers 

who are navigating the town with push chairs.  The sub-themes are displayed below.  

Council and Government Services 17.9% 

Accessibility within the Town 3.06% 

 

 

Quotes 
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“Better and cheaper public transport connections.” 

“More community support for older community.” 

“Public toilets for visitors, also for children, people in the park.” 

“Accessible walking routes and ebikes.” 

“Better access for cycles, scooters, wheelchairs, buggies.” 
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What Are the Priorities for Action? 

As illustrated in the previous section, the priorities which have been identified by the town 

have been categorised into six themes.  Each theme is then broken down into various sub-

themes.  Below, is a sample of the various identified projects.  Due to the extensive list of 

projects that were put forward, a comprehensive list of all projects can be found in the 

footnoted archive documents.34  This sample represents just over one third of proposed 

projects.  

Theme 1 

Built Environment 

Derelict Land Sawmill becoming an entrance to The Den 

 Sawmill becoming an outdoor event space 

Roads and Parking One-way traffic system 

 Increased parking 

Street Furniture & Appearance Make shop frontage more attractive 

 Murals on walls around the burn-side 

 

 

 

Theme 2 

Parks, Recreation & Heritage 

Recreational Spaces and Facilities More affordable community spaces 

 
3 Scott, C. 2021. “Alyth Survey” <https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AqqzRRLHCP6w-

NYvtVShjkSBHknmGJfwEwXlZlIGJeY/edit?usp=sharing> [accessed 15 October 2021] 
4 Rodger, Laura. 2021. “Project Ideas For Alyth” 

<https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15h17Q8gqbtp-
HAc97jFnyGXUBwY6RarMalAxPzeqtkU/edit?usp=sharing> [accessed 15 October 2021] 
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 Outdoor Gym 

Skate Park Building a Skate Park 

Playparks for Children Better playpark equipment for children of 

all ages 

 Playpark equipment for wheelchair users 

Museum Heritage Plaques Trail 

 

 

 

Theme 3 

Community & Culture of Alyth 

Activities; Groups; Events More activities/community space for 

teenagers 

 Bring back community events (e.g. markets 

and Jam in the Den) 

 More social activities for adults (especially 

in the evening) 

 Community-led upskilling workshops 

Community Spirit Casual volunteering hub 

 Support for socially isolated 
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Theme 4 

Nature & Environment 

Biodiversity and Wildlife Plant more wildflowers and trees 

 Introduce more beavers 

Becoming a Greener Community More recycle points 

 Regular litter clean-up  

 Car-share scheme 

Flooding Flood defences to control water flow 

 

 

 

Theme 5 

Local Economy & Tourism 

Local Economy and Employment Encourage shopping locally (e.g. Loyalty 

Scheme) 

 Web directory 

 Having a farm shop 

Tourism and Activities A visitor centre 

 Sign-posted walking routes 

 Public toilets 
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Theme 6 

Services & Accessibility 

Council and Government Services Citizens Advice 

 Better WiFi (e.g. Spectrum) 

 Improve public transport links and 

frequency 

Accessibility Within the Town Pathway in Jubilee Park 

 Pavements: resolve disappearing pavements 

issue and add more lowered pavements 

 Community shuttle bus 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision for the Future of Alyth 

We asked the people of Alyth what they would like the town to be for future generations. 

Here is a sample of what they said, organised by theme: 

Built Environment 

“I would like Alyth to be a town that primarily offers good facilities to cater for all the 

residents.  If this is to be achieved by encouraging visitors then I feel that improvements 

need to be made to the visual presentation of the town, and better provision is required for 

decentralised parking for hikers/visitors.” 

“Safe, well-lit and easily accessible (well-maintained pavements etc).” 

“Sawmill converted - open-sided (covered) for events e.g. yoga.” 
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“Cleaner, easier for tourists to park.  A long-term car park for those going to ramble and 

spend time in Alyth.  More B&Bs and a camping site.” 

 

Parks, Recreation & Heritage 

“Better amenities to encourage younger generations to engage and interact in 

sport/recreation.”  

“I think that the future of the town might lie in the community woodland.  Tourism, 

recreation and the natural environment are going to be important in the future.”  

“A safe place to be.  A place to have pride in.  A theatre for live shows.” 

“Get community walks, swims, tennis, bowling, all active and encouraging everyone to 

participate.  Somewhere with a good skatepark.  Doesn’t have to be big.  Just a mini bowl or 

mini ramp (2 opposing 2foot ramps? Maybe a 2 and a 3foot).  Maybe a box or something. 

And make it out of concrete. NOT WOOD.” 

“Safe place for children to explore. Reduction of new build houses.  Maintaining all the parks 

and libraries.” 

“Alyth would benefit from being a tourist destination.  We have the Cateran Trail, Eco-

museum, Alyth Den and many other places of interest. “ 

 

Community & the Culture of Alyth 

“The younger generation must take an interest in what is going on around them.  There is a 

lack of new recruits in the clubs provided although AYP is doing an excellent job in showing 

them the way.” 

“To still have the strong community spirit and that all the amazing groups are still going 

strong, especially AYP.” 

“More groups for getting to know people.” 

“A strong community with lots of places for younger and older generations to go and do 

things.” 
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“A vibrant forward-thinking community rooted in the past but not hung up on the past so 

that good new ideas are not dismissed.” 

“An inclusive well-presented and welcoming town with something for everyone in the way of 

community activities.” 

 

Nature & Environment 

“Resilient to climate change.  More wildlife and fewer cars.  More local food growing and 

local shops.  Easier to live a low-carbon lifestyle but still possible to earn a living.  A 

doughnut economy in action.” 

“Forward-looking, eco-friendly, cycling mad with lots of opportunities for young people to 

make a living out of the natural assets we have.” 

“A low-carbon, resilient and regenerative town + a healthy place to live.  A place of beauty 

and low-carbon development.  A place of urban rewilding as well as rewilding as nature.” 

“Resilient to climate change.  Declare a climate emergency and work to decarbonise Alyth.  

At the same time also develop resiliency to protect against flooding and extreme 

weather/heat that will come.” 

 

Local Economy & Tourism 

"Alyth would benefit from being a tourist destination.  We have the Cateran Trail, Eco-

museum, Alyth Den and many other places of interest.  It should be clean, welcoming, 

friendly.  It would need more accommodation and restaurants which would mean more jobs 

in town.  More individual shops." 

“I’d like to see more tourists, as they bring jobs and financial security for the small local 

businesses on our streets.” 

“I would like Alyth to be a place that has more to offer younger generations in terms of jobs 

and other opportunities.” 
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“Encourage people to come in making it a tourist spot with a market & tourist information. 

Alyth just buzzing.” 

“I’d like to see more tourists, as they bring jobs and financial security for the small local 

businesses on our streets.” 

 

Services & Accessibility 

“Better public transport.” 

“Affordable housing for the young.” 

“Make streets, access to shops etc much more accessible, and stop cars parking on 

pavements and on corners.” 

“If Toutie Street was one way, they could make the pavements wider for prams and disabled 

people.” 

“A diverse and inclusive community.” 

“Safe, well-lit and easily accessible (well maintained pavements etc).” 
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Post-COVID Recovery 

Our Community Views Survey was conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic, as restrictions 

were beginning to lift.  We asked respondents what they thought we could do to support 

the community as we come out of lockdown. Below is a sample of the ideas put forward.  

Built Environment 

“Better parking and visitor facilities will bring more people into the town.” 

“Try & get young folk to help make Alyth a place to be proud of.  Have tidy-up days where all 

age groups of the community can join in.” 

Parks, Recreation & Heritage 

“Get community walks, swims, tennis, bowling, all active and encouraging everyone to 

participate.” 

“Make a skatepark to bring the community together.  For kids families, teens, people in their 

20s (like me) and older.” 

Community & Culture of Alyth  

“Could the time-bank be extended to help kids catch up with their schooling where they have 

fallen behind?  Tutors can be expensive, but perhaps people who are able to teach might 

accept work in kind?  Community groups are doing a great job though.” 

“The safe restart of lunch clubs/coffee mornings to encourage the elderly to re engage in 

social engagement.” 

“Be clear in what you hope to achieve and how everyone can play their part and feel 

included.  The pandemic gave a clear common goal and this brought groups together.  It is 

important to keep that unity going forward.” 

"Food for Thought is a great asset to the people in Alyth who have struggled these last 18 

months... it's a shame that we need to offer free food to people but it's also good that we 

are looking to eliminate food waste... this won't ever go away but this is a good way to help. 

Keep buying locally...and support the shopkeepers.” 

“Buy local wherever possible.  Organise events to help the community come back together. " 
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Nature & Environment 

“Listen to each other. Holistic approach- tackling income inequalities can improve mental 

and physical health.  Respect and build natural capital of town and area.  Tackle climate and 

biodiversity crises and seize opportunities to build back greener.” 

“Alyth is blessed with beautiful green spaces in and around town.  We should support people 

to access these spaces in order to improve their wellbeing.  Especially those who are socially 

isolated.” 

“Reduced risk of flood - maybe by tree planting up stream?” 

Local Economy & Tourism 

“Support our wonderful small businesses through the reopening process, show them how to 

open safely to build up customer confidence.  We don’t want any more casualties, we've lost 

a few already.” 

“A business network that is again, co-ordinated by someone and which has a 'production' 

budget.” 

“Ensuring rents are affordable for businesses to thrive.  Better signposting to areas for 

walking such as the Arches, Alyth Hill etc.  A lot isn't clear if you aren't a ‘local'.” 

“Bring local businesses together to show tourists and locals the best of what we have to 

offer.” 

Services & Accessibility 

“This survey is a good start, and perhaps needs to be repeated annually.  Not all issues are 

the fault or responsibility of the Council.  However, more accountability from them is needed 

- we get a very poor service and it seems there is no collective means to pursue issues with 

them.  Lots of work has been carried out by locals and volunteers in the past few years, but 

communication is over-reliant on social media.  Facebook should not be the only method of 

providing or receiving information - more varied means of communication is essential if 

everyone is to be involved.” 

“A bus service to new houses on Glenisla Golf Course.” 
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“More doctors at the surgery.” 

“More police presence in the village.”  
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Becoming a Greener Community 

Finally, the community was asked how they felt Alyth could become greener and more 

sustainable as we move forward. These ideas are quantified below. 

 

The feedback received has provided us with a wide range of ideas.  Prominently, the 

community believes that there needs to be a greater focus upon recycling.  It was 

emphasised that we need both more, and improved, recycling facilities in the town.  

Residents also heavily leaned into the idea that there needs to be more focus upon 

shopping locally rather than importing.  This ties in with other ideas such as having 

community workshops to teach people how to grow their own food, supporting Food For 

Thought to reduce food wastage, having a community farm and having more community 

allotments.  

Encouraging car-free travel/green travel options is also heavily supported by the 

community. Promoting walking and cycling where possible, better public transport options, 

car-sharing schemes and supporting the use of electric cars are prominent ideas put forward 

in the survey.  
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It is also worth noting that there is strong support for community-led green energy 

initiatives.  This included ideas such as harnessing our own hydro energy, installing solar 

panels and having community owned windmills.   
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Conclusion 

Overview: 

The Community Views Survey was conducted with the primary aim of identifying the main 

priorities for improving Alyth as a place to live, work and visit.  The themes, sub-themes and 

projects identified will help to inform the Community Action Plan, along with our other 

methods of community engagement. 

Secondary to this, it established:  

- Age demographics of respondents  

- Likes and dislikes about Alyth  

- How the community can be best supported as we come out of lockdown 

- How Alyth can become a greener and more sustainable community 

A total of 229 surveys were completed, representing around 7.6% of our community.  It is 

important to note that this was a significant, but small part of our engagement process. 

Surveys are by nature not the most accessible format of gathering information.  The ideas 

presented are of key importance, but they will be taken into consideration alongside our 

more accessible methods of engagement.  

Age Demographics: 

The majority of respondents were between the ages of 25-69.  Those between 45 and 59 

were the most widely represented.  Children and young people are underrepresented in this 

survey, however their insights were also gathered via their own specific surveys and focus 

groups. 

 

Themes and Sub-themes: 

Across the board of the survey, responses were categorised into six key themes and about 

17 sub-themes: 

- Built Environment: Derelict land, roads and parking, street furniture and appearance 

- Parks, Recreation & Heritage: Recreational space and facilities, skate park, playparks for 

children, museum 
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- Community & Culture of Alyth: Activities; groups; events, community spirit 

- Nature & Environment: Biodiversity and wildlife, becoming a greener community, flooding 

- Local Economy & Tourism: Local economy and employment, tourism and activities  

- Services & Accessibility: Council and government services, accessibility within the town  

 

Process Evaluation: 

It is important to emphasise once more that this survey was conducted during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  While surveys were delivered to every home, many may not have felt 

comfortable coming out to visit the drop-off points.  Likewise, although the survey was also 

available online, not all residents of the town will use the internet.  This may explain the 

lower physical response rate for the survey.  We extended the survey to try and increase the 

response rate.  However, we made note of the lower response rate early on in the 

engagement process.  For this reason, we were able to incorporate other outreach methods 

which boosted our overall engagement rate to 30%. 
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Appendix 1 – What We Dislike About Alyth 

What We Dislike About Alyth 

The table below represents the percentages of the total responses regarding what the 

community dislikes about Alyth. 

Environmental issues 23% 

Parking/traffic/roads 20% 

Recreation and community activities/facilities 13.60% 

Lack of community spirit 12.90% 

Local economy 10.30% 

Appearance and maintenance 7.80% 

Services and accessibility 6% 

Not much/nothing 4% 

Built environment 2.40% 

 

 

 

Environmental Issues 

Damage to the environment was the most prominent issue that residents highlighted in the 

community views survey, representing almost a quarter of all responses.  Dog-fouling, 

littering, lack of bins and flooding were of concern.  The table below gives the detailed 

breakdown. 

Dog fouling 9.70% 

Litter/bins 9.40% 

Flooding 3% 

Limited recycling centre 0.30% 

No green travel infrastructure  0.30% 

Noise from bottlebank 0.30% 
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Quotes 

“Litter louts.  People who leave dog poo.” 

“The dog poo.  Lack of bins.  The flooding burn.” 

“Worry about flooding!  Litter in the burn.” 

“Lack of green travel infrastructure, including public transport to enable us to reduce our 

carbon footprint, no e.g. car pools yet to promote car-sharing rather than individual car 

ownership.” 

 

Parking/Traffic/Roads 

One fifth of all responses indicated that parking, traffic and road issues are perceived as 

problems in Alyth.  In particular, it was emphasised that there are various difficulties with 

parking, traffic management and road maintenance.  It was only noted that the Community 

Council is often tasked with dealing with these issues, but they do not have the powers to 

resolve it. 

Parking issues 7% 

Speeding 4% 

Poor traffic flow/amount of traffic 2.70% 

Poor road maintenance 2.70% 

Too many cars 1.50% 

Roads unsafe 1.20% 

Inconsiderate drivers 0.30% 

Lack of accessibility for emergency services 0.30% 

Community Council have no powers 0.30% 

 

 

Quotes 
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“Congested parking in centre of town.  Restricted traffic on Commercial Street owing to 

parked cars.  Restricted traffic flow on Airlie Street.” 

“Parking isn’t great, there are roads that have zero access for emergency services, one to 

mention is Hay Street but this is a problem for many streets in Alyth.” 

“Cars speeding throughout the town is at epidemic levels.” 

“The roads are not safe for children to ride their bikes on.” 

“The islands that stick out on Airlie street , they’re not needed and you’ve got to come right 

out onto the road to see what’s coming so you can get out safely.” 

 

 

Recreation and Community Activities/Facilities 

The people of Alyth also highlighted that there is not a large variety of activities for people 

to do in the town, especially for the young people in our community.  The suggestion that 

we need more facilities, such as a skate-park and shelter came up several times.  This has 

been broken down into the following subcategories.  

Lack of activities for young people 6.70% 

No skate-park 1.80% 

Lack of community events/activities 0.90% 

Not enough facilities for young people 0.90% 

Limited evening entertainment 0.60% 

Not enough playparks/equipment 0.60% 

Lack of shelter 0.60% 

Not much to do 0.30% 

Lack of facilities 0.30% 

Lack of fitness activities 0.30% 

Lack of activities (age 25-50) 0.30% 

No gym 0.30% 
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Quotes 

“Relatively few options for evening entertainment, especially for younger age groups.” 

“Wish there were more places to gather outside as a town, wish there were more facilities 

for young people.” 

“Not much to do for those aged over 18 but not yet retired.” 

“Not much for teenagers to do outside. Need a really good skate / scooter / BMX park in 

Jubilee Park (plenty space).” 

“There is a lack of activity for people aged 25-50.” 

 

 

Lack of Community Spirit 

Despite the fact that over one third of residents indicated that they liked Alyth’s sense of 

community spirit in Question 1, a number of responses in Question 2 indicate that many in 

have experienced various forms of antisocial behaviour, both online and in the town itself. 

This lack of community spirit has been organised into the following subcategories. 

Antisocial behaviour 3.30% 

Negative people 3.30% 

Unwelcoming to incomers/outsiders 1.20% 

Vandalism 1.20% 

Cliquey 0.90% 

Drug culture 0.60% 

Lack of population diversity 0.60% 

Class division 0.30% 

Unfriendliness 0.30% 

Difficult to meet people 0.30% 

Unwelcoming to people from different countries 0.30% 
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Racism/Bigotry 0.30% 

Information only circulated on facebook 0.30% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Divided town. Less to do in Springbank.” 

“The community is very divided by class and not overly welcoming to incomers.” 

“There's a few negative people that drag down the positive attitude of most people in the 

town.  Doesn't matter what you do, it's never enough.  They are stuck in their old ways of 

doing things and don't like change” 

“That the community is very divided and not welcoming to people from other countries at 

all.” 

 

Local Economy 

The survey also highlighted that the shops/amenities that the town has to offer are lacking, 

particularly in regards to shop variety and options for eating out and food delivery.  This is 

highlighted further by the fact that many are unhappy with the number of closed and/or 

derelict shops and buildings.  The full subcategory breakdown can be found below: 

Closed/derelict shops/buildings 6.40% 

Big supermarket impacting independent shops 0.90% 

Not enough places to eat out 0.60% 

Locals not shopping locally 0.60% 

Need more welcoming pubs 0.60% 

Limited shop variety 0.60% 

Lack of speciality shops 0.30% 

Lack of food delivery options 0.30% 
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Quotes 

“Sad about all the closed shops.” 

“While the majority of commercial units are being used there are a few (in particular the old 

Spar) that aren't and are in poor condition.” 

“Bigger supermarkets coming in which has affected the smaller newsagents, fruit and veg 

shops etc.” 

“Locals not shopping locally.” 

“Few interesting food options.” 

 

Appearance and Maintenance 

It also became apparent in the responses that there are many who feel that the town has 

become rundown.  This is heightened by the sentiment that the town is not well maintained 

and the belief that shop frontage needs to be improved.  

Rundown appearance 3.30% 

Council does not maintain town 2.40% 

Unappealing shop frontage 1.20% 

Poor maintenance of Den 0.90% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Perthshire council does little to maintain the town.  Can appear run down to visitors.” 

“It’s becoming a bit run down, I know there is a lot going on to improve.” 

“Frontages could be prettier.” 

“I dislike that the council neglect their job to maintain the gardens, parks, communal spaces, 

road sides ..... thank goodness for Alyth In Bloom.” 
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“Although the Alyth Den is a big asset to the town it is under managed with respect to path 

maintenance. It isn't really ideal to have paths closed for years at a time with no proposed” 

solutions in sight. 

 

Services and Accessibility  

Although representing a small percentage of what the community does not like about Alyth, 

the issue of services and accessibility is nevertheless of great importance.  Some 

respondents indicated that they did not like the lack of accessibility for disabled people, 

whilst others highlighted poor public transport as an issue.  The full breakdown is 

categorised below. 

Poor public transport 1.50% 

Poor accessibility/support for disabled people 1.50% 

Lack of/disappearing pavements 0.60% 

Lack of police 0.60% 

School 0.60% 

Poor phone signal (Three) 0.30% 

Far from city 0.30% 

Restricted opening of library 0.30% 

No public toilets 0.30% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Not enough buses on a Sunday.” 

“Disabled access - streets, pavements and shops is poor.” 

“The lack of pavements, and how small some pavements are.” 

“Lack of a regular police presence.” 

“Lack of public toilets.” 
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Built Environment 

Finally, some residents were concerned about the built environment in Alyth.  Comments 

have been broken down into the following subcategories.  

Too many houses being built 0.90% 

Bridges  0.30% 

Burn walls need to be raised on both sides 0.30% 

Narrow streets 0.30% 

Can't access Arches/old graveyard 0.30% 

Town centre dying 0.30% 

 

 

Quotes 

“Becoming too big. The amount of houses being built.” 

“The two sides of the burn on Commercial Street are not the same height- left hand facing 

upstream needs raised” 

“The bridges haven’t been rebuilt” 

 

Not Much/Nothing 

Four percent of responses indicated that there was not anything they disliked about Alyth. 

 


